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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, February 10th, the WFRC club 
convened the fifth in a series of seven indoor monthly 
meetings at the Monticello Middle School. Attendees 
numbered 4 club officers and 5 members. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:15 
PM by club president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the January meeting were 
approved as published in the February newsletter with 
no additions or corrections. 
 There were two guests at the meeting, neighbors of 
Joel Dirnberger. Lee Moe and his grandson Dominic 
Perez have been getting started flying with Joel's 
assistance and submitted an application to join the 
club.
 Treasurer Bill Nybakken reported receiving 
payment for 18 memberships which brings the club 
treasury to $4684.98. Leo Davids submitted the 
following expenses to be dispersed from the treasury; 
publishing cost for last year's newsletter ($100.40), 
P.O. Box rental for 2015 ($34), purchase of pilot flight 
station fencing ($38.95) and AMA 2015 club charter 
($150).
 The club's treasury funds are now in an operating 
checking account with KleinBank. Bill Nybakken has 
signing authorization for the account. A discussion 
was started to designate another club officer to get a 
signature authorization for the KleinBank checking 
account. Club Secretary, Leo Davids, was suggested 
and a motion was made, seconded and unanimously 
approved to contact KleinBank to get Leo's signature 
authorized for the account.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 10th, 2015. 

It will be held in Room 29 of  the Monticello 
Middle School. 

 Joel Dirnberger has the report to the AMA for our 
field improvement project almost ready to send in. 
With the narrative and photos he will include along 
with the itemized costs, he hopes it may elicit an article 
in the Model Aviation magazine. 
 Mark Shobe reprised the initiative he proposed at the 
December meeting to establish a formal training 
program to offer the general public so anyone 
interested in RC aviation would have an avenue to get 
help starting in the hobby. Mark estimated that 
promotional signage and advertising along with some 
aircraft and radio electronics to support this would run 
$500-$600 that the club would fund. 
 An individual seeking help would initially have a $70 
cost to join the club and then have free AMA coverage 
for a short period while flying with club instructors at 
the field. Then a person could get a 3 month trial AMA 
membership for $19.95 for flying their own aircraft at 
our field. This trial membership fee could be applied to 
a full membership if the person wanted to continue. 
This gradual approach spreads the investment in the 
hobby out to give the person the option to withdraw at 
any point without the typical upfront cost of $400-
$500 without a solid guarantee of  success.
 In addition to the monetary commitment of $500-
$600 by the club, there needs to be a strong 

The Wright Flyer

Volume 29 Issue 3	
 AMA #4143	
 March 2015

	
 Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club 

	
 Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc


2

commitment by a group of instructors who could 
make themselves available regularly on a weekly basis 
throughout the flying season. 
 Mark is going to work on more details on how to 
execute this training plan before making motions at an 
upcoming meeting to gain the approval to set a 
program in motion.
 The business meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM 

Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Joel Dirnberger had another contract kit design to 
show for his friend Laine Stahr who he had previously 
designed a kit for (the Gia Norman that flew at Seff 
and Watts Over Owatanna last year). This new kit is 
the Cuda, a forward swept elevon controlled plane. 
 Joel has set up the option for a full or clipped wing 
version of the plane. It is all balsa and lite-ply CNC cut 
parts. It can be powered by a high KV inrunner for 
pure speed flying or an outrunner for more thrust but 
slower flying aerobatics. The motor mounts on the tail 
in a pusher configuration. 

 Dave Hagstrom brought in a purchase he made at 
the TCRC auction on Saturday, February 7th. It was a 
venerable Goldberg Eagle trainer complete with radio. 
The plane was used and included a buddy box for 
training use. This is Dave's first look at glow powered 
RC. His other aircraft are both electric powered with 
Horizon's SAFE Technology. Dave plans to learn 
enough about the glow powered version to run a head 
to head comparison to determine what he would like 
to pursue.
 Lee Moe, the new member to join our club at the 
February meeting, brought in a versatile aircraft stand 
that he bought as a kit and assembled. I believe he said 
that they are being sold by Hobby Warehouse either as 

a kit or fully assembled. The device has a multitude of 
adjustments to adapt to all size aircraft and even 
convert into a balancing stand for finding the CG of 
an aircraft.
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Report on TCRC 39th Annual Auction
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 The TCRC annual auction was inundated with 
hundreds of RC aircraft items put up on the auction 
block. It appeared it could be a record for total 
number of consigned items if the run time of this 
extravaganza was any indication. The auctioneers did a 
valiant job, but it was the first time I recall leaving 
before the auction was over. Going beyond eight hours 
just completely sapped my attention span. 
 The house was packed with the usual number of 
bidders but the evolving tastes of RC subjected many 
of the vintage items to a soft buyers market. So if you 
had some old school tendencies, you were in heaven 
with the selection and prices. Perhaps the new wave of 
autonomous drones is taking its toll on the value of 
the the old standbys of glow and gas power which 
have already had to withstand the onslaught of the 
electric powered RC.
 There were three vendors at this years event, the old 
standbys of Hobby Warehouse and Big Sky Hobby as 
well as first-time vendor, Balsa USA, all the way from 
the east side of Wisconsin. There were at least a half 
dozen door prize aircraft given away to registered 
bidders (had to be present to win) donated by the 
auction vendors and local Twin Cities hobby shops.
 Our club had a good showing at the auction, 
counting myself, we had nine of our members 
circulating the floor during the day. We all did some 
business there, even if it was only at the concession 
stand. 
 We are very lucky to have the Twin Cities Radio 
Controllers Club in our area with their dedication to 
annually undertake and orchestrate such a great event.

WFRC Club Membership Stats 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Since the membership season opened on January 
1st, we have received 19 renewals from 36 members of 
the previous year. We have added three new members, 
Roger Bovee a teacher at St. Michael Albertville 
schools, Lee Moe and his grandson Dominic Perez, 
both neighbors of  Joel Dirnberger. 
 Coming into the first full year of operation with our 
flying field elaborately configured for a richer flying 
experience using either grass or hard surface, there are 
no early signs of a stampede that might lead to 
overcrowding. 
 On the national scene, only four of the 36 members 

on our AMA club charter from last year have yet to 
renew their AMA membership. We submitted our 
AMA club charter renewal on February 12th and the 
flying field owner and the Wright County Park 
Department have each received their AMA insurance 
certificates. 
 We will be issuing a 2015 club membership ID to 
each member who has paid both their club and AMA 
dues. If you do not receive a 2015 Club ID by the end 
of March and intend to fly at the Montissippi Park 
Field, get your AMA and club dues in to us. 

Upcoming Events
King Kong Hobbies Discount Glow Fuel - Drew 
Holmquist of our WFRC contacted King Kong 
Hobbies in Coon Rapids and they're expecting to have 
pricing by March 1st for a glow fuel pre-season sales 
special (fuel must be bought in a 4-bottle case 
quantities). Interested parties would need to have their 
orders submitted before the end of March. For info 
contact: 

King Kong Hobbies
455 99th Ave. NW Ste. 130
Coon Rapids, MN 55433

(763) 390-0490
Sales@KingKongHobbies.com 

Ongoing Events
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

Marcee Indoor Flying at the Brooklyn Park 
Golf  Center Dome

 The Twin Cities electric fliers, known as Marcee, 
have gotten an agreement to fly at a dome being used 
as an indoor golf driving range in Brooklyn Park. It is 
located at 4850 83rd Ave. just south of the Fleet Farm 
store. The facility is about 40 feet high at the center 
and approximately 300' x 400' on the ground with an 
artificial turf floor. There are no obstructions along 
the walls or roof. The size of this venue and number 
of fliers in the air together dictate that only small, slow 
electric parkflier aircraft can be accommodated. 
 There are often a dozen aircraft flying at once with a 
mixture of 3D airplanes, multicopters and helicopters 
sharing the space. The accepted etiquette has most 
slow parkfliers circulating in a counterclockwise 
pattern with 3D aircraft working in the center opening 
(doughnut hole) of this pattern while the hovering 
coptors try to stay off  to one corner. 
 There isn't a dedicated air boss to enforce the 
“rules” so an occasional mid-air will occur either due 
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to bad luck or etiquette. There is also some banging 
off the walls and roof although that doesn't harm the 
dome at all nor the aircraft itself  in most instances.
 Each session runs for 2½ hours starting at 7:30 PM. 
Marcee charges each flier $10 a session if they are a 
Marcee member, $15 if not. You need AMA to fly as 
well. There are two open sessions coming up in March 
on the 16th and the 23rd. So far there has been good 
enough turnout for the sessions held in February to 
cover the cost the dome operator charges Marcee for a 
night. If this continues to be the case, Marcee hopes 
to negotiate sessions for the winter 2015-2016 season 
as well. 
 The flying style it takes to operate in this venue can 
be a bit “exciting”. If you and all your fellow fliers 

have modest goal to put in 5-6 flights of at least 5-
minute duration, that translates into 25-30 fliers trying 
to get a combined total of 10-12 hours of flight in a 
mere 2 ½ hours. So you are bound to see times with a 
lot of traffic congestion in the air. Its not unlike 
hundreds of thousands of people in a metro area 
driving to or from work in the same 2 ½ hour window 
every day. And we don't think that's too crazy (or do 
we?).
 If you like nonstop action, drop in and give it a try. 
Even if you don't, you still can get a couple of 
opportunities during a session to fly with only 3-4 
aircraft flying around with you. 

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like 
to see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call 

me at 763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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